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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

In claim 7, "a operation unit" should be "an operation unit". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 (a) 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 (a) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Matsumoto (JP Patent: 2004025680). 

Regarding claim 1, Matsumoto teaches: A label printer comprising: an editing 
unit that expands data edited by a computer and stored in a data storage medium into 
substantially the same format as that displayed on a display of the computer; and a 
printing unit that prints the data on a label according to a format expanded by the 
computer or format expanded by the editing unit [abstract, p0005]. 

Regarding claim 2, Matsumoto further teaches: The label printer according to 
claim 1 , wherein the format substantially the same as that displayed on the display of 
the computer comprises bit map data [p0011, p0020]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/589,947 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 3 



Regarding claim 4, Matsumoto further teaches: The label printer according to 
claim 1, wherein the data stored in the data storage medium comprises image data; and 
the image data are expanded into bit map data by the editing unit [p001 1 , p0020, 
p0021]. 

Regarding claim 6, Matsumoto further teaches: The label printer according to 
claim 1, when the computer is connected to the label printer, the printing unit executes 
printing according to the format expanded in the computer, and when the computer is 
not connected to the label printer, the printing unit executes printing according to the 
format expanded by the editing unit [p0005, claim 1]. 

Regarding claim 10, Matsumoto further teaches: The label printer according to 
claim 1, wherein the label is pasted on a roll paper and housed in the label printer [fig. 1, 
p0006]. 

Claim 11 has been analyze and rejected with regard to claims 1 and 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 5, 7-9, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matsumoto (JP Patent: 2004025680) and in further view of 
Bever et al (US Pub: 2005/0078995). 

Regarding claim 3, Matsumoto does not specifically disclose bit map font. In 
the same field of endeavor, Bever et al teach: The label printer according to claim 2, 
wherein the format substantially the same as that displayed on the display of the 
computer further comprises a bit map font [p0036, p0051 , p0064]. A label printer that is 
capable of updating bitmap font has been well known in the art as prescribed by Bever 
et al. Therefore, it would have been obvious for an ordinary skilled in the art to combine 
the teaching of Matsumoto and Bever et al to have a label printer handle font format 
data for providing user more format printing options. 

Regarding claim 5, Matsumoto does not specifically disclose bit map font. In 
the same field of endeavor, Bever et al teach: The label printer according to claim 4, 
wherein the data stored in the data storage medium further comprises text data; and the 
text data are expanded into a bit map font by the editing unit [p0036, p0051, p0064]. A 
label printer that is capable of updating bitmap font has been well known in the art as 
prescribed by Bever et al. Therefore, it would have been obvious for an ordinary skilled 
in the art to combine the teaching of Matsumoto and Bever et al to have a label printer 
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handle font format data for providing user more format printing options. 

Regarding claim 7, Matsumoto teaches rewriting data in terms of selecting 
different formats [p0030-p0032]. In the same field of endeavor, Bever et al further teach 
rewriting data in terms of editing data: The label printer according to claim 1 , further 
comprising a operation unit that rewriting the data stored in the data storage medium 
[fig. 9]. Therefore, it would have been obvious for an ordinary skilled in the art to 
combine the teaching of two to allow data stored in a label printer to be edited/rewritten 
before printing for data modification purpose. 

Regarding claim 8, the rationale applied to the rejection of claim 7 has been 
incorporated herein. Matsumoto and Bever et al further teaches: The label printer 
according to claim 7, wherein an object including at least one of a text, bar code and 
date is edited by an operation of the operation unit [Matsumoto: p0015, p0030-p0032; 
Bever et al: figs. 9 and 10, p0133]. 

Regarding claim 9, Matsumoto does not specify adding a time stamp. In the 
same field of endeavor, Bever et al teach: The label printer according to claim 1 , further 
comprising a clock function, wherein the printing unit executes printing on the label with 
an addition of the data when printing is executed [p0133]. Inserting a time stamp to a 
label has been well practiced in the art as prescribed by Bever et al. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious for an ordinary skilled in the art to combine the teaching of the two to 
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include a time stamp to a label for the purpose of tracking the printing/labeling time. 
Claim 12 has been analyze and rejected with regard to claim 7. 

Claim 13 has been analyze and rejected with regard to claim 9. 

Contact 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fan Zhang whose telephone number is (571) 270-3751 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark K. Zimmerman can be reached on (571) 272-7653. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Fan Zhang/ 
Patent Examiner 



/Mark K Zimmerman/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



